
Hiking Trails Near Scaly Mountain
Within an approximate 30-mile radius of 700 Happy Hill Road

Sorted from easiest to most difficult | Distances are round trip unless noted EASIEST OPTIONS

Easy trails

Short, approachable walks with gentle terrain. Darnell Falls uses an unpaved access road, and private-property trails at Highlands Aerial Park
require check-in and a waiver.

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

1 EASYBridge Loop Trail

Length: 0.5-mile loop    Area: Scaly Mountain, NC

A gentle family-friendly loop highlighted by a dramatic 180-foot suspension bridge. Check in and complete
the park waiver before hiking.

Trailhead: Highlands Aerial Park, 9625 Dillard Road, Scaly Mountain, NC

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Explore Rabun

2 EASYDarnell Falls

Length: About 0.5 mile round trip    Area: Rabun Gap, GA

A short walk down an old forest road to an energetic 30-foot cascade. The final approach road is unpaved
and parking is limited.

Trailhead: Darnell Creek Road access in Rabun Gap

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Georgia State Parks

3 EASYBlack Rock Lake Trail

Length: 0.85-mile loop    Area: Mountain City, GA

A gently rolling loop around a quiet 17-acre mountain lake with wooden bridges, a boardwalk and several
picnic spots.

Trailhead: Black Rock Mountain State Park lake area

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail information checked July 2026. Conditions, access roads and closures can change; verify before departure. 1 of 8



Hiking Trails Near Scaly Mountain
Within an approximate 30-mile radius of 700 Happy Hill Road

Sorted from easiest to most difficult | Distances are round trip unless noted EASY TRAILS

Easy waterfall and lakeside walks

These routes remain approachable, although creekside paths, roots and limited parking may require extra care.

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

4 EASYHidden Falls Trail to Upper Middle Creek Falls

Length: 1.0 mile round trip    Area: Scaly Mountain, NC

A short forest walk to a secluded waterfall on the Highlands Aerial Park property. Check in and complete
the park waiver before hiking.

Trailhead: Highlands Aerial Park, 9625 Dillard Road, Scaly Mountain, NC

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Explore Rabun

5 EASYMud Creek Falls Trail

Length: 2.0 miles out and back    Area: Sky Valley, GA

Roadside viewing of the waterfall requires almost no walking. From the falls, a creekside trail continues
about one mile downstream past smaller cascades; turn around at any point.

Trailhead: End of Tahoe Lane at Mud Creek Falls, Sky Valley

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail illustration

Trail illustration

6 EASYRufus Morgan Falls Trail

Length: 1.0-mile loop    Area: Franklin, NC

A gentle cove-forest loop known for spring wildflowers and a 60-foot sliding cascade reached near the
middle of the route.

Trailhead: Rufus Morgan Falls trailhead, Nantahala National Forest

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail information checked July 2026. Conditions, access roads and closures can change; verify before departure. 2 of 8



Hiking Trails Near Scaly Mountain
Within an approximate 30-mile radius of 700 Happy Hill Road

Sorted from easiest to most difficult | Distances are round trip unless noted EASY TO EASY-MODERATE

Easy trails and waterfall walks

These routes are still relatively short, but wet rocks, roots, stairs or limited parking may add complexity.

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

7 EASYSunset Rock

Length: About 1.0 mile round trip    Area: Highlands, NC

A steady walk up a gravel road to a broad granite overlook above downtown Highlands, especially popular
near sunset.

Trailhead: Sunset Rock trailhead on Sunset Road near Highlands Nature Center

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail illustration

Trail illustration

8 EASY TO MODERATEMinnehaha Falls Trail

Length: 0.4 mile round trip    Area: Lakemont, GA

A very short, kid-friendly path beside Falls Creek to a tall, multi-tiered cascade near Lake Rabun. Parking
is limited.

Trailhead: Bear Gap Road trailhead near Lake Rabun

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail illustration

Trail illustration

9 EASY TO MODERATEHemlock Falls Trail

Length: About 2.0 miles round trip    Area: Lake Burton, GA

A scenic creekside walk to a 15-foot cascade. Expect small wet crossings; the narrow dirt access road can
be rough.

Trailhead: Hemlock Falls trailhead near Moccasin Creek State Park

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail information checked July 2026. Conditions, access roads and closures can change; verify before departure. 3 of 8



Hiking Trails Near Scaly Mountain
Within an approximate 30-mile radius of 700 Happy Hill Road

Sorted from easiest to most difficult | Distances are round trip unless noted EASY-MODERATE TO MODERATE

Longer easy-moderate trails

Distance and elevation begin to increase. Waterproof footwear is useful around creekside and waterfall routes.

Area photo: Georgia State Parks

10 EASY TO MODERATETennessee Rock Trail

Length: 2.2-mile loop    Area: Mountain City, GA

The signature Black Rock Mountain hike follows the Eastern Continental Divide through high-elevation
forest to long-range viewpoints.

Trailhead: Black Rock Mountain State Park

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

11 MODERATEDry Falls

Length: About 0.2 mile round trip    Area: Highlands, NC

A short paved and stair-stepped route descends to an unforgettable walkway behind the waterfall. The
return climb includes many steps.

Trailhead: Dry Falls parking area on US 64 west of Highlands

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

12 MODERATESecret Falls (Big Shoals Falls)

Length: 1.3 miles round trip    Area: Highlands, NC

A forest path and creek crossing lead to a beautiful swimming-hole waterfall; the final spur to the base is
rough and steep.

Trailhead: Big Shoals parking area off Rich Gap Road / FR 45670

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail information checked July 2026. Conditions, access roads and closures can change; verify before departure. 4 of 8



Hiking Trails Near Scaly Mountain
Within an approximate 30-mile radius of 700 Happy Hill Road

Sorted from easiest to most difficult | Distances are round trip unless noted MODERATE

Moderate trails

Expect uneven footing, creek crossings, exposed viewpoints or remote forest-service access roads.

Trail illustration

Trail illustration

13 MODERATEPickens Nose Trail

Length: 1.4 miles round trip    Area: Standing Indian, NC

A short ridge hike to distinctive rock outcrops and broad views. The remote forest-service approach road
can be slow and seasonal.

Trailhead: Pickens Nose TR13 on Forest Service Road 83

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

14 MODERATEChattooga Loop Trail

Length: 1.75-mile loop    Area: Highlands, NC

A riverside loop beginning near the Iron Bridge, following the Chattooga before climbing to an old logging
road and picnic clearing.

Trailhead: Iron Bridge on Bull Pen Road

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

15 MODERATEGlen Falls

Length: 2.4 miles round trip    Area: Highlands, NC

A descending forest trail reaches overlooks for three separate waterfall sections. Remember that most of
the climbing comes on the return.

Trailhead: Glen Falls parking area off NC 106

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail information checked July 2026. Conditions, access roads and closures can change; verify before departure. 5 of 8



Hiking Trails Near Scaly Mountain
Within an approximate 30-mile radius of 700 Happy Hill Road

Sorted from easiest to most difficult | Distances are round trip unless noted MODERATE

Classic mountain hikes

These popular hikes combine meaningful elevation change with waterfall overlooks, cliffs or summit viewpoints.

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

16 MODERATEWhiteside Mountain

Length: 2.5-mile loop    Area: Highlands / Cashiers, NC

A classic loop to dramatic cliff-top viewpoints with roughly 500 feet of ascent. Stay behind railings and
away from exposed edges.

Trailhead: Whiteside Mountain Recreation Area

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

17 MODERATEChinquapin Mountain

Length: 3.1 miles round trip    Area: Highlands, NC

A quieter route from the Glen Falls parking area with creek crossings, switchbacks and several viewpoints
near the summit.

Trailhead: Glen Falls parking area; take the trail to the right

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

18 MODERATEHickory Knut Gap to Scaly Mountain

Length: 3.5 miles round trip    Area: Scaly Mountain, NC

A wooded Bartram Trail climb to open rock and mountain views near Scaly Mountain. Wayfinding is easier
with an offline trail map.

Trailhead: Hickory Knut Gap / Hickory Knut Road access

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail information checked July 2026. Conditions, access roads and closures can change; verify before departure. 6 of 8



Hiking Trails Near Scaly Mountain
Within an approximate 30-mile radius of 700 Happy Hill Road

Sorted from easiest to most difficult | Distances are round trip unless noted MODERATE TO DIFFICULT

Longer and steeper routes

Carry an offline map and extra water. Some access roads are gravel, gated seasonally or unsuitable after severe weather.

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

19 MODERATEBartram Trail: Jones Gap to Whiterock Mountain

Length: 4.6 miles round trip    Area: Highlands, NC

A forested out-and-back with nearly 1,000 feet of ascent, passing Whiterock Gap and a spur to the
Whiterock Mountain viewpoint.

Trailhead: Jones Gap Road parking area

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Area photo: Georgia State Parks

20 MODERATE TO DIFFICULTAda-Hi Falls Trail

Length: 0.25-mile loop    Area: Mountain City, GA

Very short but unusually steep, with grades reaching nearly 60 percent on the descent to a small
high-elevation cascade.

Trailhead: Black Rock Mountain State Park

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Explore Rabun

21 CHALLENGINGRabun Bald via Beegum Gap

Length: 4.0 miles round trip    Area: Rabun Gap / Sky Valley, GA

A sustained Bartram Trail climb of about 1,050 feet to Georgia's second-highest summit and a stone
observation platform with panoramic views.

Trailhead: Beegum Gap trailhead

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail information checked July 2026. Conditions, access roads and closures can change; verify before departure. 7 of 8



Hiking Trails Near Scaly Mountain
Within an approximate 30-mile radius of 700 Happy Hill Road

Sorted from easiest to most difficult | Distances are round trip unless noted CHALLENGING TO STRENUOUS

Advanced hikes

These routes require stronger fitness, more time and careful preparation. Begin early and check current access and weather.

Area photo: Georgia State Parks

22 MODERATE TO STRENUOUSJames E. Edmonds Backcountry Trail

Length: 7.2-mile loop    Area: Mountain City, GA

A steep backcountry circuit through laurel coves and cascading streams to Lookoff Mountain. Allow about
four hours and carry adequate water.

Trailhead: Black Rock Mountain State Park

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Photo: Visit Highlands, NC

23 DIFFICULT / STRENUOUSYellow Mountain / Shortoff Mountain

Length: 6.4 to 11.7 miles, by turnaround    Area: Highlands, NC

A long roller-coaster ridge hike with multiple steep climbs. Shortoff offers a shorter turnaround; the full
Yellow Mountain route is an all-day outing.

Trailhead: Cole Gap area on Buck Creek Road

Trail details  |  Map / directions

Trail information checked July 2026. Conditions, access roads and closures can change; verify before departure. 8 of 8


